
MONTANA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
GOVERNOR’S DROUGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT

August 17, 2006

















-2-13-41621July 06 vs August 06

-2-100721August 05 vs 06

520141100August-06

37102721July-06

310141821August-05

Extremely 
Dry

Moderately 
Dry

Slightly 
DryAverage

Slightly 
Wet

Moderately 
Wet

TABULAR SWSI COMPARISONS



SUMMARYSUMMARY
Without good rains, surface water conditions continue to declineWithout good rains, surface water conditions continue to decline..

Soil moisture, as represented by the Fort Soil moisture, as represented by the Fort AssiniboineAssiniboine station, continue station, continue 
to decline at the shallow depths and are worse than the previousto decline at the shallow depths and are worse than the previous four four 
years. However, the deeper subsoil has improved this season and years. However, the deeper subsoil has improved this season and is is 
second best of the past five years.second best of the past five years.
From July 1 to August 1, From July 1 to August 1, SWSISWSI’’ss have fewer basins in average to wet have fewer basins in average to wet 
categories and significantly more basins in the dry categories.categories and significantly more basins in the dry categories.

Looking ahead Looking ahead –– Typically we are near the period where streams are at Typically we are near the period where streams are at 
the lowest seasonal flows. Plant growth will be shutting down, dthe lowest seasonal flows. Plant growth will be shutting down, days are ays are 
getting shorter, temperatures should be cooling, and with any lugetting shorter, temperatures should be cooling, and with any luck we ck we 
should be getting fall moisture in the next four to six weeks. Ashould be getting fall moisture in the next four to six weeks. All this ll this 
should improve surface water conditions and we can hope for imprshould improve surface water conditions and we can hope for improved oved 
conditions ahead.conditions ahead.


